Failed extubation of a double-lumen tube requiring a cricoid split.
Following a five-hour procedure, it was not possible to remove a double-lumen endobronchial tube that had been placed to facilitate the removal of a massive spleen from a 45-year-old female. The tube had been passed easily at the start of surgery, but was firmly stuck at the level of the cricoid at the end of surgery. Surgical removal of the tube by a cricoid split was required 48 hours later. Consideration of previous airway manipulations, careful choice of airway devices and regular checks of airway patency around tracheal tubes during lengthy procedures may prevent similar events in the future.